The Laundry and Laundry Cottage 1941 – 1948

Information given by Walter Davidson, who is a nephew of May and Angus McGilvary.  He was evacuated here during the war, and his first job was helping his Uncle Angus, working in Ardkinglas gardens.

Our earliest record of May and Angus McGilvary is in the 1928 – 1929 Electrol Roll.  May was head laundry maid for Ardkinglas House and Angus was head gardener.  When they married they went to live at the Laundry, and they remained there till 1969, when they retired and moved to Alston in Cumbria.

There had been no alterations to the Laundry from 1941 my first visit, to my last holiday in 1969, a soar point with “Mrs May Mc” as I say on the plan, the ceiling in the Laundry which was wood panel, was raised by the blast from the land mines, the windows in the two bedrooms were renewed as they were blown out, our bed was covered in wood and glass.

The first mine must have wakend  us up as we were under the bedclothes when this happened and very frightened.

Walter Davidson

Nephew of May McGilvary.

